A Taste of Ukrainian
2.1. Understanding Ukrainian Words

Once you have learned the alphabet, you will find that you can
immediately recognise many Ukrainian words. Every language has
words in common with other languages, and it helps to remember
that:

» the words in a family of languages e.g. French, Italian, Spanish
(the Romance languages) have often developed from an earlier
language, in this case, Latin; if you already know one of those
languages, it should be easier to recognise words in a related
language;

* many basic Ukrainian words have a lot in common with words in
other European (and, sometimes non-European) languages,
because they have developed from one or more earlier
languages;

e if you already know another Slavonic language e.g. Polish,
Slovak, Russian, Bulgarian etc., and know the main differences
between the ways words developed from their Old Slavonic
roots, you can work out the meanings of many common words,
for example, if you remember that the «Bi—» (or «Bo—»)
beginnings of many Ukrainian words of Slavonic origin translate
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into “0” in quite a few of their equivalents in other languages:
Ukrainian Polish Russian Slovak English
BiH on OH on he
BIKHO okno OKHO okno window
Bif, od oT od from
Bif- od- oT- od- prefix
(1500+ de-/re-
words!)
BigNoOBigaTK odpowiadac | otBeuyath | odpoveda | reply
tl
BOFOHb ogien OrOHb ohen fire
BiCiM osiem BOCEMb osem eight
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e words have been borrowed from other languages (usually, when
a material object or concept is borrowed, the word from the
original language goes with it!); these types of borrowings can
be centuries old, or very recent indeed! Given below are some
words Ukrainian has borrowed from other languages - it
immediately becomes obvious that the language of a nation
reflects its history and relations with other countries, nations

and ethnic groups!

Language from which words
have been borrowed

Examples of words borrowed by
Ukrainian

Arabic rawuvw - hashish
mManpaH - large square
Chinese yanm - tea

English (naval terms)

wkBan - squall
MiumaH - midshipman
apend - drift

WTOPM - storm

English (sport & games)

¢yT60n - football
perb6i - rugby

TeHic - tennis

CTapT - start
neHanbeTi - penalty
6puax — bridge
(nig)Tamm - (half)time

English (industry, production, trade)

nnen - plaid

TBiA - tweed
rpenndpyT - grapefruit
6peHai - brandy
bpokep — broker

Finnish

nenobMeHi - pelmeni (dumplings)

French (refinement, fashion and
innovation)

abaxyp - lampshade

nanbTo — overcoat
nnatpopma - platform
CYBeHip - souvenir
Anpuxkabnb - hot-air balloon
WwamnyHb - shampoo
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German (administration, army,
realia, owing to Western Ukraine
being in the Austro-Hungarian
Empire)

byxranstep - book-keeper
6locTranstep - bra
kerenbbaH - bowling alley
wnauep - walk, stroll
WKHKa - ham

Greek (origins of Ukrainian
Christianity, scholarship)

AnHo3aBp - dinosaur
heMokparTia - democracy
remiccepa - hemisphere

Italian MapackiH - maraschino
rpaHiT - granite
rpauio3sHum - graceful
unTtagens - citadel

Japanese xapakipi - harakiri

Latin loCTnLia - justice

Persian xaTa - (village) house
wakan - jackal
yemo4aH - suitcase
waxu - chess

Spanish xepec - sherry

Turkic (Turkish/Tatar contacts with
Ukraine in the late Middle Ages and
Cossack era)

wapoeapm - wide cossack trousers
(shalwar)

wawnuk - kebab (shashlik)

wamaH - shaman

wepbet - sherbet

AHUYap - janissary

apnvk - lassoo

Yiddish (significant Jewish
population)

wMaTta - rag, piece of cloth (colloquial)

xam - cad

A final point: just in case you get the wrong impression about
Ukrainian vocabulary, there are lots of beautiful Ukrainian words of
Slavonic origin that any student of the language needs to learn. If,
though, you learn to look analytically at words right from the start, you
can make life so much easier for yourself!
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Vocabulary from the slide shows (2.2 and 2.3)
All words in this list are given in their dictionary forms. In the slides they may
have different endings, as required by the grammar.

Nouns
moBa - language
heHb - day

NpuBIT — greeting(s)
cnpaga - affair, matter
andasit - alphabet
iHpopmauis - information
cnogo - word

Adjectives
ykpaiHcbkun - Ukrainian
nobpun - good

Polite phrases

Oobpun peHs! - Good day!

MpueiT! - Hello!

Ak cnpaeu? - How are things?

[obpe. - Good (/iterally - Well)

[yxe pobpe. - Very good. (/iterally - Very well)

Verbs
3HaTK - know (Bu 3HaeTe - you know)
po3yMiTu — understand (Bu po3ymieTe - you understand)

Adverbs

nobpe - well

AyXe - very
cknagHo - difficult

Preposition
npo - about

Other words and phrases

Tak - yes
Hi - no

ue - this (is)
He - not

Lle (He) cknaaHo! - It’s (not) difficult!

A Taste of Ukrainian: 2. Ukrainian Language © Marta Jenkala 2012



