This learning material contains eight topics at elementary level including
Greetings, Introduce Yourself, Family, Birthday, Hobbies, Treat Friends to a
Drink, Order Drinks/Food, Getting around. Key grammar patterns and
vocabulary are presented in Chinese and English in the Word documents. Audio

recordings are available.

Topics Pinyin English Chinese Notes
1| Greetings Ni hdo Hello R

Nin hio How do you | {447 ! f&4F Nin hio is a honorific
do? form

Zaijian Bye EEN /1

Xiéxie Thanks! UG !

Duibugi Sorry KA

2 | Introduce Ni jiao What’s your | {/R1L 4} The verb Y jiao means ‘to
yourself shenme name? 49 be called’ and can be
followed by one’s full
name or given name.

W6 jido My name ... | & wo I/me, 1R niyou,
is.../I'm fib ta he/him, 1t ta she/her
called

Ni xing What’s your | /R4

shénme surname? 49

Woxing Li | My surname | 324, | The verb % xing is
is Li. followed by one’s surname.

Ni ne What about R 2 We ne can be used to return
you/And a question that the speak
you? has just asked e.g. F&.1H

Jonny. KWE? nine My
name is Jonny. What’s
yours?

Nationality W6 shi I’m British. B To speak about one’s

Yingguo rén A nationality, use Country +

A réne.g. 5:[E Yingguo
Britain: & A Yingguo
rén British (See Appendix
1)

Ta bu shi He is not ffiAN 2 | The negation word A~ bu is

Zhonggué | Chinese. N used before the verb 42 shi

ren to be. Usually, /2 is not

used before adjectives e.g.
ARLF . Wo hén hio I'm
very well FAR-. W6 hén
mang I’m very busy

Ta shi Is he British? | il ;& 9C[F | i3 can be used at the end of

Yingguo rén PN a sentence to form a yes/no

ma question.




Family Wo you I have ... KH The verb & ydu means ‘to
have’ or ‘to possess’
Ni you ji¢jie | Do you have | /A 4H4H | See Appendix 2 for Kinship
ma an older ng 2 terms
sister?
Wo you yi | have an TAH—1 | 4 géis ameasure word to
ge jigjie older sister. | #14f]. indicate counting units e.g.
—/NMHH yi gé jigjie
an/one older sister; P
4H4H lidng geé jigjie two
older sisters; —MH4H
san ge¢ ji¢jie three older
sisters. P4 lidng instead of
—~ eris used before the
measure word.
Taméiyou | Shedoesnot | 44541 | Unlike the verb & shi, &
Jigjie have any H you is always negated with
older sister. % méi
Wojiayou | There’re X H — | 1 kou is a measure word,
san kou ren | three people A can be used after the
in my family. number of family members.
Wo gége My older FREFEF Y
jido... brother’s
name
is.../my older
brother is
called
W0 baba shi | My dad is a REE L | 2T 1a0shi teacher
ldosht teacher. S,
W6 jigjie yé | My older HAUE | The adverb t y& is used
shi laoshi sisteris also a | JiL -2 ffi ., before the verb /& shi and
teacher. means ‘also’
Birthday Shéng ri kuai | Happy A H
le birthday! ol
Jintian shi It’s my AR
wo de birthday KA H .
shengri today.
W6 de My birthday | F&/¥14=H | A yué the month; 5 hao
shengri shi | is on 5" 2 \H T | the day of the month e.g.
bayuewi | August. =, —H—"5 ylyué yT hao 1*
hao January; —H+V05 eér
yué shi si hao 14"
February; +—H /\*5 shi
ér yué ba hao 8" December
(See Appendix 3 Date and
Time)
Hobbies Wo xihuan | I like... =K




Wo meimei | My younger | Jkikik= | See Appendix 4 words for
xthuan sister likes Yewkiz | hobbies
tidowul dancing.
Ni xihuan Do you like PR Bk
tiaowlima | dancing? N 2
W yé | like dancing | k=% | 1 yé& is used before the
xihuan too. eI . verb xthuan and means
tiaowl ‘also’
W6 bu | don’t like FAEN | The negation word 4 bu is
xihuan daqid | playing ball | 473k, used before the verb &%k
games. xihuan
Treating Wo qingke My treat! BiHER
friends to a
drink/a meal
W0 qingni | I'treat youto | FRi5{K% | The verb i qing means to
he kafei a coffee. 7/ 11LE] 8 invite, to treat someone
W0 qing ni | treat you to | JR iR
chi fan a meal. W
Zénmeyang | How about EAFE?
it?
Tai hao le Great! KUFT! Adjectives can be put
between A... T to indicate
an extreme degree e.g. X
o1 ! tai gui le too
expensive XIT- 7! tai
mang le too busy
Rejecting an | Duibuqi wo | Sorry, | have | %fANiid,
invite you shir somethingto | i #75
do. s
Ordering Ni xiang he | What would | /R AE 1)
drinks/food dianr you like to CHEIL
shénme drink? 42
W&o yao... ba | I want/I’d WE... I ba can be used at the
like (nmy . | end of a sentence to soften
the tone.
Woyaoyl | lwantacup | 3% | #f bei is a measure word
b&i cha of tea. 7, e.g. —#Z% yibeichaa
cup of tea; —A#FA] K i
bei kéle a glass of cola; M
MK lidng béi shui two
glasses of water
You méi you | (Do you) HEHQ
kéle have any 052
cola?
Compliment | Hao he Nice to drink | -1 !




gan béi Cheers! T
Ordering Ni xiang he | What would | {/RAH1Z Nz chi to eat
food dianr you like to (AL
shénme eat? 02
W chi su I'm RIZZ
vegetarian
Wobuchi | Idon’t eat FANZ The negation word 4~ bu is
rou meat Al used before the verb 1z chi
to eat
W6 yao yi | want one FH—/~ | See Appendix 5 for
ge chdo fan | portion of YRR ordering food/drinks
fried rice
Compliment | Héo chi Nice to IH-rZ
eat/Tasty
Bu hdo chi Not tasty ANERZ
Tailale Too spicy! KB T ! Adjectives can be put
between A... T to indicate
an extreme degree e.g. X
ot /! tai gul le too
expensive XT- 1! tai
mang le too busy
Paying the Dud shédo How muchis | /42 £% gian money
bill gian it?
Mai dan Bill please SEHA
Keéyi shuaka | (Can I) pay EVIRS
ma by card? N 2
Keéyi Yes, you can. | o] L,
Bargaining Tai gui le Too KT
expensive!
Pianyi yi (Can you) ffiE f§ 'L pianyi cheap
didnr make it (—) fi
cheaper? L
Getting Wo yaomdi | lwanttobuy | FZSZ— | S maito buy, ZZ piao
around yi zhang a ticket. g ticket
piao
Wo yao qu Iwanttogo | FRE L | Ml jichang airport
jichang to the airport | i
Di che Take a taxi % You can also say 7 [¥] dadi
to take a taxi
Zuo ditié Take the AlA b 42k
Metro
ji dian Kai What timeto | J[ 5712
depart/to

leave?




lizng didn Departsat2 | 4 5 FF. M lidng instead of —. €r is
kai | o’clock used before the measure
word . 55 lidngdidn 2
o’clock. See Appendix 3
Taking the Ji hao xian Which line? | J 542
Metro
Zuo ji hao Which lineto | A4 )15
xian take? 252
Qu jichdang, | Which line 17,
zuo ji hao goes to the AA T
xian airport? Y,
Er hao xian | Line 2 25




