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My name is Alistair Dale. T am a recent praduate of New-
castle University, and I'm currently living in Japan
where I work as an assistant lanpuage teacher at an ale-
mentary school. At university [ studied Linguistics and
Japanese and had a vear abroad studving at a Japanese
university. After returning from my vear abroad T was
doing my finals when I apphed to the Japan Exchange
and Teaching (JET) Programme. Successful applicants
who hold a university degree in any subject are placed in
schools as assistant lanpuage teachers (ALTS), or as coor-
dinators for in-
g LorniaEIONA] rela-
~_ tions (CIRs) in
S municipal of-

" fices throughout Japan. The programme aims to improve
foreign lanpuage education and foster a positive attitude
towards other cultures, Enowing Japaness 15 not a require-

ment to participate on the propramme and many people

come knowing nothing at all; but help 1s always at hand, as
Japanese language courses and support are available to all
participants.

I have had a Iot of positive experiences so far on the JET
Programme and I recommend anvone graduating from uni-
versity in the future to consider applyving. My colleagues and the people in my town are some of the
kindest people I've ever met, and teaching at elementary school 15 great fun, The children are always
full of energy and keen to learn more about me, and T'm given quite a lot of freedom to plan and de-
sign my own lessons. This vear I really enjoved doing Hal-
loween classes because I pot to carve a pumpkin, whaich E_-} -
many of the kids were interested in because it was the first i_: :
time for many of them to see a real jack o lantern.

I live in a town called Qaral, which s close to Mito

City — the capital of Iharaki Prefecture. The town has a fa-
mous beach that attracts a lot of tourists in the summer.
There's also a great golf course, an aquarium with dolphins,
8 sed museun, and
many places to eat
out! I live in a cosy,
two-room apartment
that the town's
PR Doard of Edueation arranged for me before I arrived. My rent

dl is cheap and it's very close to my workplace so I often don't
B have to pet up too early in the morning!

i After JET 1 plan to find work translating Japanese to English

e o teaching Japanese back in the UE T may po back to univer-
sity to complete a master's degree before starting my new ca-
rEer.




UNESCO to recognize Japanese
food culture

The Japan Times,22* Jan. Kyodo

“Washoku” traditional Japanese cuisine has been added to UNESCO's Intangi-
ble Cultural Heritage list, raising the government’s hopes of enhancing its global
recognition, attracting more foreign tourists and boosting exports of the coun-
try’s agricultural products.

The government’s proposal was formally approved Wednesday at a meeting of
The move comes as the country faces a low

the UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee
# in Baku, the Cultural Affairs Agency said,
food selt-sufficiency rate of around 40 per-
‘ é cent on a

¢

adding that the panel valued the spiritual tra-
dition of respecting nature associated with

. calorific in-
take basis as

washoku.
well as the spread of Western eating habits.
Washoku became the 22nd Japanese asset to be
listed on UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heri-
tage list, which also includes kabuki, noh and
bunraku.

“We are truly happy,” Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe said of the UNESCO recognition in a statement released Thursday morning.
“We would like to continue passing on Japanese food culture to the generations

to come . . . and would also like to work harder to let people overseas appreciate

the benefits of washolu.”

Kivotoshi Tamura, an official of the Or-
> ganization to Promote Japanese Res-
-.[i ‘..t taurants I!—":.h road, expressed hf:p{: that
Lffc}rts.. will be made to advertise Japa-
{5 Jnese foods, saying: “The recognition of

E i oy Japanese cuisine wnll definitely in-
- H-' N — 1'_. - cl i u: chaﬁ{:'“
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Year Abroad in Japan

Year Abroad in Japan & the most exciting part of the Japanese language
course for mest students But how & choose a host university that suits one

best, and prepare for a naw life in this mystericus country without succumb-
ing to panic and frustration?

The "ear Abroad in Japan" community was created to help answer theze
vital questicnas, [Hilizing a convenient Blackboard platform, it aims & provide
concize and helpful infarmaticn about available university choices, based on
previous students' experience, covenng such important aspects a5 accom-
mzdation, pricing, academic workload, ity enviren ment and cpportunities to
interact with the kzcalz Thie means, for example, that students kecking for
intenzive Japanese courases are Bss likely toend up doing an English-baszed
program, and those on the keckout for culture exchange can pick an institu-
ticn offering the widest range of trips and avents.

Alzo, the community offers hints and tips on daily life in Japan, as well as

strategies for l2arning the language effectively, But the main KMea & toen-
courage student contribution, be it submitting photos of university life, post-
ing observations on looal culture, or suggesting ussful study applications, It
& thie continucus invehement that will halp the @mmunity grow and enable

subsequent student genemticn s to enjoy thair Japan experien o2 to the full!
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By Rachacel Levitan
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Whano I first arnvad at Nawcastla Univarsiky, 1
was kean bo prackiss my Japanesa
skills that I had pickad up tha pra-
vious yvaar whilst voluntesriog
abtroad. I joined the Anglo-
Japaness Sociaty and was amazad
to iind out whak a vibrant Japa-
nese communiky there was io Maw-
castle. I dido’t naad bo worry about
my Japanass skills beiog low, ai-
thar, as tha sociaby walcomas all
nambars, from thoss who bave a slight intarest Lo
the Japanesa culturs, bo those who are studyiog b
as a degres courss. Joioiog bhe society broadened
my borizons and made oy first year a Lot less
dauntiog!

This waar, as the president, I am bappy bo say the
sociaby is sbill poing strong, if oot sbronpar. Wa
havwa around 100 oembars, quika a faw who aa

Japanass, and graat burnouts bo all avants. Dur
main avants ioclude weakly ‘cshabarikaig’ or ‘chat
sociale’, whare students can come bo practisse thair
English, Japanssa or simply socialiss. These ars

beald twice waakly in a bar and also acafa. Wa
alzo have a fancy annoual wintaer ball, whara ava-
ryone anjove the chanca bo dress bo thair bast and
snjoy a four<course meal, and an anoual boat
parky, which takes place io Durham, with a
chaoce bo view this pickuresgque bown from the
rivar.

Dther avants include day brips, barbeguas, cul-
tural basters and quiz nights among othars. Wa
aim bo bost as moany ackivities as possibla bo makas
eura that thara is somathiog for avaryvona. Tha
sociaby s aspecially useful for stbudants studyiog
Japaness who wish bo prepare for bhewr yaar
akroad, and for giving the Japansss sbudants a

chaoce bo practizse Ehawr English ekills and oweat
local studants. Wa are passionate about makiog
lioks and bmwadaniog the socieby’s potential, =0 wa
oftan joio up with obhar sociabies, includiog Dar-
ham Univarsiby’s Anglo-lapanasa Sooiaky, and
Mawecastles Anglo-Chinese Sociaby.

Tha sociaby is bruly divarss, with students from
all ovar tha world attending, so you're sure bo
laarn abouk many diffamnt culbaras aloogsida
Japaness. If you're interasted 1o Japansesa cul-
tura, languaga, mesbing Japarmea peopla or sim-
ply makiog friends you will never bbrgat, then
A% s Ehe parfact sociaby for wou.

Contact us

For inforration abaut admissions
please contact Lesley Sherrin
Tal: 419] 222 5482, e-raail: srlfEnclac uk

o isit it e wewe . nclac, ok s lirasea rehis ubyectsieas tasians

Newcastle
University




