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SECOND PLACE

Japanese Speech Contest for University Students

By Laura Onem { BA Modern Lanpuapes and
Business Studies )

When I first applied for the Japanese Bpeech Con-
test for University Students [ did not think, for a
gocond, I would even be a finalist, let alone win
second place! Mow, having said this, I beleve eve-
ryone should apply 1o the following vears and test
their strenpgth, After all, the worst that eould hap-
pen 15 bullding on vour experience and language
skills...oh wait, that does not sound bad at all,
dies 1t?

The most difficult part, you would think, 15 put-
ting together the presentation and the senipt. Not
really! Onee vou decided on the tople, 1t 15 easy to
create the seript. In my case, my teachers at Mew-
castle University pave me adviee on my draft and
we met up and discussed what 1 should keep and
what I should take out, and more importantly
how to structure 1t so that I ean deliver a eoherent
specch.

Having completed
the seript, the Pow-
erPoint presentation
was a plece of cake.
Agowe were allowed
to use transitions
and effects, T played
around with them
until the presenta-
ton losoked as scary
and thrilling as it
could get.

The third and most difficult part of all was the
actual speech. At first, I was shy and my voice
kept cracking, not to mention that due to being
nervous in front of the camera {oh veah, we had to
record ourselves and send the video in — it took
me over 5 hours!) I couldn’t even smile propercly.
From the moment I finished the seript to the day
I did the presentation in London, at S0AS, I prac-
ticed almost every day, with the help of a Japa-
nese Masters student and in the final week, with
all the Japanese teachers at Neweastle University
wha kindly pave me valuable advice.

It is very important to deliver a confident presen-
tation, one that pets vour message across, More 50
than its contents. As for my presentation? A com-
plete success in my opinion! The student who won
1 place had an amazing presentation, he capti-
vated the whole audience with a funny and inter-
eating story on the history of Cambridge. We were
the last two to present and we couldn’t have had
more different stories to tell!

Allin all, 1t was a rewarding experience and 1
look forward to participating again when I return
from my vear abroad in Japan, this time in the
Epeech Category!




My study life in Newcastle University

By Hulyae Deng, BA Linguistics with Japanese

I cama bto Mawcastle
Univarsiby bo sbady
Fromm July, 2013, First I
spant B waaks io INTD
Mawcastle bo improve

2 my English skills. A= an
= Asian studant whosa
noativalanguags & oot

really helpful by ma. I
 oobonly made many
friends from all over the
world but ales gainad a
fundamental koowledga
of bow bo study at Ehis
Univarsiby which is to-
tally diffarant froon oy
country. Thare warse =0
any ackivities o INTD
=gt bo balp us koowing sach other and maks
friende. YWa had fres buffat, wioe oight, frea movia
and volunkesring performance and soon. As a for-
aigrar who caose bo the UK for tha frst biooe, Ehis
was raally balpful for oy inkegration inko this
Univarsity and countbry.

Theo io Saptembar, 2013, oy first year began. 1
bawe bo adootik ik ik was vary bard at the begio-
niog. Asa lin-
guistics studsnk,
my Eoglish was
oot as pood as
obtber Asian stu-
dants with cthar
majors. Howavar,
tha way of taach-
iog is wary affa:-
tiva. Besides tha
bour of taachars
teachiog lecburas,
thera wae aleo
ticee =at ko lat
students diszuss

with Ehair =ami-
nat leadars. In
my countey tha
most iportant
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thing is bo lisken bo what the teachar says but in
Mawcactle students can aleo diecues with the
teachars. This system gave me morse spaces ko
think fbor covsalf and co-oparata with obbar sbu-
deots. My English was progressing gradually.

Thafirebbticne I joinad the Japanasa class was o
Saptembar, 2012, Wa hava B hours Japanesa =am-
inars pat weak. Two beachers are Japansesa, thay
ars really considerate and gantle just like many
obhar Japanaea peopla. Evaryone 1o tha class s
vary friendly. Wa ware gathariog ot only bo laarn
the same languagse but ales shariog everyvongs
culbura. I find my life io Naweastla Univarsity is
vary anjoyaklal
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RACHAEL LEVITAN WON
THE BEST UNIVERSITY SOCIETY OFFICER
AWARD

¢ Bacheal Lewitan, BA Carbined Hanaurs in Muosie and Japa nese
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Az Celairmad bhe award far hest
uridergi by gacieby alficer far map
wark as president al the Angla-
Japanesa Baciety last manth, the
Judpe asked e ane questian,
"What has bean the best park af
this wear far wau?”
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The arewer was sirmple: the pea-
ple Cae rreat, Basing many psaple
frarm all awer bhe warld carme ba-
gether and make Mmends, have a
gaad Lire and gebsame greabex-
periences they wauldn’bathe reige gob autside al the sacie-
by i= jusksa great This pear has besn anabher armazing
gear lar the saciety. Wae have had brigs ba Blban Tawers
and the beanbiful Lake District, as well a5 hoge pa rbiss,
riair waek e sacials and cultoral baster 2essians Tar bath
Japanese and atherstudents wanting ba exparience Japa-
rese culbure.

[Myau are thinking abasubstodying Japa mese ab Meweastle
[and wau shauld — it awesamel then the sacieby gives
yau an arazng chanes ba practise yaur Japanese with
the exchange students, and alsa ba peb a better picture al
whab liTe indapan iz really ke, And albthaugh aur sacieby
i largely made up al Japanesse axchange students and
stucdents sbod ging bhe Japa nese langoage, we alza have a
variebeal stodents Trarn all sarks aleaurges wha are sirmp-
¢ interestad in learning mare abaut Japanese colbore.
Tau're sura b reest & whale hastal inke resting peanali-
bes thab will errich paur expariance ab Me weastla,
daiming a sacieby ab Oniversiby 15 prabablyane al bhe best
things pau can da, Driversity can seam daunbing, buk il
sau Nind ather peaple wha are interestead in the same
things as pau, the whale prasess al Tinding Triands he-
cartes 54 moch sagier and Ton! Cwaold dalinitely reod -
rrea el @dar gane b by aub as rany saciebies and expar-
ances as passible whilsh ab oniersity — pao wa b regrat
it!




TEA CEREMONY
AT ALNWICK GARDEN

The tea coremony was conducted at Alnwick Gar-
den as part of the Cherry Blossom Ceremony on
11th of May.

MMrs Cavanapgh who 1s the teacher of Japanese at
MNoweastle Umversity and other Japanese ladies
participated in this ceremony.

The Japanese tea ceremony, also
called the Way of Tea, is a Japanese
cultural activity involving the ceremoni-
al preparation and presentation

of mateha, powdered green tea.

In Japanese, it is

called chanoyu (#: 08 or sads,
chadd (#:17). The manner in which it
is performed, or the art of its perfor-
mance, is called (o}temae ([$3] FHi:
(3514407, Zen Buddhism was a pri-
mary influence in the development of
the Japanese tea ceremony.

(From Wikipedia)




Crazy visa-less adventures with a happy ending

Job search in Japan

By Anna Mihejeva, Graduate 2013, BA Combined Honours

Aftar graduating from Mawecastla Unmarsity |laparasa and
Busirass Maragemarnt|, | spant zoma ima at hama to go kbak
far wark in lapan aftarwarsds. Fast faraa i to nowd ared hara |
am, working atan accourhing ftas office in Fukuaka. This veas a
SUrpreing davalapment, but | am truly 2:x: tad to ba warking
Frara, astha firm &vary flzable and inravatve -a completa
appastta of tha commaon staraatypa of bath accounting firms
andlapanase companies! Hired as sup port staff for ovarzaas
aAparsa r Lam irsalsadd invana s propcets inelud ing craatng
a chant databaza far tha paw Singaparae branch, attarding
saminars ard laying infarmationto my collaagues, ardtrans-
lating campary pamphlats. Evany day brings somathing raw
ardthough my hoad B about toexploda from all the businazs
irfar mation |study ing far a boak kaaping @:am mowd|. | 2ngy
this imtamzity vwary muoch.

5o, e i 1 ard up hara? warrirg: my jab saarch pat b g not
to ba imtatad! | sat ot ta lapanaon a 20 days viea-frae ar-
rargamant, whic b foas pat guarantas swecass atall - it & hard
araugh tofird a pob, gothraugh tha zavaral intaryaw stagas
and gatyour cartheata of algibilty inzuch a shart panod of
tima, but to maka things warse, mast campan s ara nat will-
ing ta gathrough tha trouble of zponzanng a wisa.

Wby el 1o s ba crany thing Y Actually | had alreaddy found
a pab through iy Yaar Abroad acquaintances, but intha 2rd
could ot gat a wisa far i, as thara wara ra Intarmabanal achv-
ez irvalvad |1shoukd hawa baan aveara that to waork inlapan
wau have ta usa your foragneeass.. . | A itweas alraady Oeto-
bar, itwas fima ta kak for ot kar salubans, My country daas
reat parbcipata in athar JET artha warking haliday pragram,
wehie b l2ft ma wththa faabla aptanaftrying my luck an the
0 day wsa-fraa arrangamani.

| eheza Fukuaka &= | kraw tha placa wall 2raugh to skip tha
adjust mant parod ard gat straght towark. that s saanching
for ! Afamiby Tkreawe kiRl agraad ta bousa me, 50 1 immadi-
ataly startad masting with avaprora | kraw azking for advica,
wehila lnaking at Intarnat advarhzamants apd cantachng avary
campary that might hava intarnahona | vacarces, A aapactad,
most placas wara rat oo fordd of my visitar status, andthara
weara nat mary intarnahanalvacancas to bagin with. 1wl skip
tha dazenphanaf the frustrating twa months of frunlaz
zaarching, lat s Just 23y thea axparanca was tough, ard it 1=
anly thea zuppart of my maom, frierds and lowae far lapan that

kapt ma gaing.

Oma day 1spatted an ad for "ovarzess adpansion staff' at an
accaunting firm ardd applad- lucky araugh rat ta hava raal-
eacthaywara primariby intarastasd |psomaana Wit bl
buzimazs gualifatiors and pob asparapca, . Wit ot any pra-
carca phars, | handad immy OV, and 500 nowtas invitad tooan
aaplanatary maating. To ny fuashan abaut tha viza, tha cam-
pary diractor raphad that if | succaadad intha following stag-
as, sparsaring waukd nat ba 3 prablam! Irspirad, | el tba first
azignmant, ardd 3 waak latar was irntadd to tha final irta roaw,
wehie b | miraculously pazssad! wit haut gualthcations |aacapt
ILFT1]. | hadta @ly ananthusiasm, passion far krowlacdga
and, of caurza, languaga skills. Thay mada anascaphan ard
hurad ma az a frash graduats to ba taught ontha jab.

Although | did not expenancs the tradimonal FEEFEE with
ardless brishings and antry shaat wrnting, | 8 spard tia
mariths kaking far a gobon lapanall ono ey awen, and this axpa-
nanca macka ma much strongarn, rat to manban the rawanding
faaling of hawving succaarad. Howavar, [awea & latta ok 2al
would racammard thatyou chack tha viza appleahon proca-
duraz ard tharoughby resaarc hyour aphians evan bafora yau
araduata. Farthasa going anoa Yaar Abraad - maka as many
actjuaintarcaes ard connactors as possibla, as this may balp
WU IR UPe pactad weays intha futura. Usa the timea talaarn
about lapan's pallcws, culture ardwark styla ta dacida F this
= whara youweant to Iva -andaarn a lving!

Firally. fyou oo faal that lapan e yaour place to ba, maintaim
wour matwvatan and kaap kRarming tha languags dazprta tha
aecaskanal sathac ks, Tha faaling of bairg abla tawark along-
sida Japanaza paopla wit haut ay communation barnar e
et indasenbabla, andyoucan ga i, too, 1fyau brace yoursalf
far suceazs,
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Dr. Yoshioka is Year Abroad Officer for Japan (outgoing students). He obtained his PhD
in comparative culture at International Christian University, Tokyo, in 2009. His disserta-
tion analysed Miyazaki Hayao's view of Japanese culture and history in comparison with
conservalive and liberal arguments on Japanese culture (nihonjinron). While his main re-
search interest is Japanese people's own view of their history and culture and its repre-
sentation in contemporary Japanese popular culture, he is also interested in nihomyinron
in general and in the history of Tokyo. He has published an article and a book chapter on
Miyazaki's view of Japan in Japanese and English, and is currently working on revision of
his dissertation for publication, along with an article on representations of the Taisho peri-
od in anime. In 2012-13, Dr. Yoshioka teaches on Levels C and D Japanese language,
JPN1005 Introduction to Japanese History and Culture, SML1022 Introduction to Interna-
tional Film and JPN2003 Re-Experiencing Contemporary Japanese Animation.
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Japanese Taster for Schools (JTS)
Programme Volunteer Training Day

By Megan Balanck, the Japan Foundation London

| which involves
making and
|wnnrinp, origami
samurai hel-
mets!
The workshop
was very well
received by all
participants.
One participant, Kimie Tanaka, commented:
MEHE O v e P ROIZATELEE LT

et e el
C g B2 =179

On January 215 2014, the Japan Foundation
London held a training day for current and
prospective volunteers of the Japanese Taster
for Schools (JTS) Programme at Newcastle
University for the first time, JTS volunteers
are fluent Japanese speakers who deliver
Japanese language taster sessions at UK pri-
mary and secondary schools, in order to in-
gpire pupils to learn more about Japanese
language and culture, and to encourage
achools to start Japanese classes.

A total of 29 (. “Although it was a short session, it was fun
people attonded and managed to pack everything in.")

the training
day, which be-
gan with an
overview of the
Japan Founda-
tion and the
JTS Pro-
eramme. This was followed by a workshop by
Hiroko Tanaka (Japanese Lanpuage Advisor
and co-ordinator of JTS at the Japan Founda-
tion), who introduced a variety of pames and
enjoyable activities to teach Japanese in an
effective and engapging manner. Theze includ-
ed songs to teach Japanese groetings, pos-
tures for learning the numbers 1-10 in Japa-
nese, and “Samurai Rock, Paper, Scissors”

Another participant, Sophie Kerr, said,
“Activity suggestions were really inferesting
and useful. Demonsirations of songs and
games were also useful, And funl”

The Japan Foundation would like to thank all
attendees for coming, as well as Kumi Casey
and all the other staff at the School of Mod-
ern Languapges for supporting this event.

If vou would like to find out more about the
Japan Foundation London and the JTS8 Pro-
gramumea, please go to www. jpf.org.uk,




MY EXPERIENCE IN JAPAN

Bobert Gordon BA Lingulstics with Japanese

During iy study abroad, the most monumental thiog I did b impmove oy
Japaness and axperiance real Japanaesa family lifa was ko do WWODFing
(World Wide Dpportunities for Organie Farmiog): ao organisation fbr connect-
ing paople bo organic farms or small botels where 1o axchangse for meals and
accommmodation one must work., Wheno you sigo up bo WWOODF Japan and
chooss Ehe host famnilies that you want bo conback, thair profila indicates thair
laval of English, sioca it bad alkeady been six monoths wobo ooy sbudy abroad
and my Japanase epeaking ability wae oot where I bad bhoped & would b, 1
made the decision bo uea my month-loog spring boliday bo go WWODFng o
Magano prefezture and to oot spaak Eoplish.

Tha first family I staved was an aldarly couple with
an otchard where they graw ovar 20 different kiods of
fruits and outs. This family spoke absolutely no English,
and even needed e bo btrapslate some of the newar kaka-
kana words, lika ‘global’, and dua bo thair patiaoca and
genarosity I was able bto gain confidenca o my speakiog
abiliby.

Tha oaxt family I arnvad at was 3 oiddla-agad ,'
man and his parents who ownad a yacon farm. A yacon S50
lzoke somathing like a potato, but can be ueed a= 3 sugar |
substitute. This family, whila still very peoerous, ware oot g
as intarestad 1o inkerackinog with ma. Howavar, tha friaodli-
a8k mambar of this family was Eha old man, who was probakly 3 Bit deaf =0 be ebouted avarythiog at
tna. Ik book a few davs bo sbop beiog terrified and actually understand what be was saviog.

Thara ware some problems with the final family
that I was supposed bo go bo, Bub luckily thbe orchard
! famnily wae still availabls and thay book me o agaio.
This burned out bo ba really great for e as it happecad
that their =on was gattiog marvied that weak, so I aod-
8d up baing akle ko atkend a traditional Japaness wad-
ding.

Io the and, o that boliday I learced a lob of Jap-
aness and increased oy coofideoca, bub the omost im-
portant thing I learned was thak it's wheno plans fall
japart that vou pat bo expariacce thinope wou'd cavar
\avan thought of.

Contact us

Newcastle
University

For inforration abaut admissions
please contact Lesley Sherrin
Tal: 419] 208 5482, e-raail: srlgEnclac uk
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