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Simple Teaching Ideas for Language Tutors

Language Learning Sequence

· Sounds

· Responding

· Imitating

· Repeating

· Applying patterns

· Sound-spelling links
Much of what we do when we teach or learn a new language mirrors the sequence that we all go through when learning our own language.  

Even in the womb we hear the sounds of our new language, then as a young baby we become more familiar with those sounds, and we start to respond, perhaps by smiling or waving or clapping.  

As a toddler and young child, we imitate the sounds, practising and exercising the muscles in our mouths and neck and tongue.  

Next, we start to repeat the sounds we hear, becoming more and more accurate in our pronunciation.  

We start to recognise patterns in the language we hear and we start to experiment with those patterns to make our own phrases and sentences.  

And, perhaps at the same time as some of the earlier sequence, we start to make links between the sounds we hear and make with the written symbols which represent those sounds.  

The teaching activities in the accompanying handout are all based on this language learning sequence.  
                           Jackie Berry and Elizabeth Lord, Primary Languages Consultant, HIAS
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