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Handout W4.2
Using Hot Potatoes for matching activities

Hot Potatoes is freeware which you can download and use in your classes to create exercises.

You can find it at: http://hotpot.uvic.ca/ 
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The Hot Potatoes suite includes six applications, enabling you to create interactive multiple-choice, short-answer, jumbled-sentence, crossward, matching/ordering 1
and gap-fill exercises for the Warld Wide Web. Hot Potatoes is freeware, and you may use it for any purpose or project you like. It is not apen-source.
Downloads
Download Hot Potatoes for Windows from here:
* Hot Potatoes 6.3 installer (Hot Potatoes for Windows 98/ME/NT4/2000/XP/Vista, version B.3).
« Hot Potatoes for Linux users running Wine version 6.3). This is a zip file containing the folder structure of the Windows version of Hot Potatoes. You can
extract this to create the HotPot program folder without running the setup program if you prefer.
Download Java Hot Potatoes:
» Download Java Hot Potatoes which will run on Mac OS X, Windows, Linux or any computer running a Java Virtual Machine. To install and run Java Hot
Potatoes on Mac OS X:
1. Download the file javahotpot61.zip from the link above.
2. Unzip that file on your computer, you will have a folder called JavaHotPot6.
3. Drag the JavaHotPot6 folder to the Applications directory on your computer.
4. Open the folder and double-click the JavaHotPotatoesE application icon.
5. Trash the javahotpot61.zip file.
When you first start up Hot Potatoes, it will ask you for your user name. This name is stored on your computer, and not sent to anyone; it will be inserted into your
exercises to identify you as the author. You must provide a user name before you can use all the features of Hot Potatoes.
Other software from the same authors
« Try our Language Teaching Clipart Library in your HotPot exercises.
« Quandary is an authoring tool for creating Web-based action mazes. Quandary is also freeware.
o Markin, TexToys and Multi-Replace are other Windows programs written by Martin Holmes.
| Hot Potatoes | HalfBaked Software | Uvic HCMC |
W3C WaC
Ifthe presentation of this site appears compromised (strange alignment, small text), the most likely reason is that your browser is not compliant with these current standards.
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Click the ‘Hot Potatoes 6.3 installer’ and choose ‘save file’ to save it to your computer. 

NOTE: When you first start up Hot Potatoes, it may ask you for your user name. This name is stored on your computer, and not sent to anyone; it will be inserted into your exercises to identify you as the author. You must provide a user name before you can use all the features of Hot Potatoes.
When you download HP and run the program, you will see this screen:
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This page is the ‘start’ page and allows you to create gap-fill (cloze tests); matching exercises; quizzes; crosswords and mixing exercises (e.g. mixed sentences). The masher enables you to create a basic web page to link several different activities together. You click on a potato to start making an activity.

NOTE: Before you start making any activity, you should create a folder somewhere on your computer in which you are going to save your Hot Potatoes file. You should put into this folder any pictures, audio files or videos that you intend to use in the activity.
Creating matching exercises

The instructions below describe how to create a basic matching activity either using ‘drag and drop’ items or ‘drop-down boxes.’ ‘Drag and drop’ means that students must move items on the right using the mouse to match them to items on the left (Fig. 1). 
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Fig.1 a drag and drop activity
‘Drop-down boxes’ allow students to choose one answer from a list (Fig. 2).
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Fig. 2. Drop down boxes

Click on the ‘JMatch’ potato to start creating a matching activity.

You will see this screen:
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Write in the title of the activity, e.g. Animals and noises

In the left-hand column, write the list of items which will stay in a fixed order on the page. On the right hand side, write in the items which will be mixed up for students. You can fix any of the choices on the right side in position, by ticking the ‘fix’ box beside it. (This has the effect of giving the students one correct answer as a clue).
NB. Write the jumbled items in the correct order on this screen. They will be jumbled for students.
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You can create more options by clicking the arrow buttons to the left of the screen:

[image: image23.png][image: image8.png]File Edt Insert Mansge Items Options Help

QCHBORBY (i HEHK (B | 2
Title Animals and noises
Left (ordered) items Right (umbled) items Fix
21 Sheep Baaa &
o [[cow Moo -
3 |[Ferse Neigh -
IR Wt -
5 |[c Miow -
77
Default:

[Config: sngishe. g




If you wish to change the colours, fonts etc. of your activities, go to the configuration screen – circled below.
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You will see this screen:
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· Click on ‘titles/instructions’ to amend/edit these fields. Think about the instructions that you will give students who wish to do the activity – do you need to explain what you want them to do more clearly?
· Click on ‘prompts/feedback’ to amend/edit the feedback given for correct/incorrect answers.

· Click on ‘buttons’ to amend the wording on buttons or to remove them. (It is a good idea to untick the ‘index’ and ‘next page’ buttons).
· Click on ‘appearance’ to change colours, backgrounds and fonts.

· Click on ‘timer’ to set a time to the exercise.

The other buttons are for more advanced functions. 

Remember that when you make any changes, you must click ‘save’ at the bottom of the configuration screen so that the system remembers them. When you have finished making changes, click ‘ok.’
When you have finished writing questions/editing your activity, make sure you save everything that you have done by choosing ‘save as’ from the file menu, or clicking on ‘disk’ icon (the blue one circled; the red disk is ‘save’ and should be used after the first time you have saved your file).
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To make the activity into a web page which students can use, you need to ‘export’ the Hot Potato file. Click the button which looks like a spider’s web, and has a little ‘6’ on it. Note that there are two buttons which look like this: one of them will create a drag and drop activity, and one will create a drop-down box activity. Run your mouse over each button to see what it does.
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A box will open asking you to save the file. Save it in the same place as you have saved your Hot Pot file. You may give it the same name if you wish, or something different.

Once you have saved the file, a box will open asking if you wish to ‘view the exercise in your browser’. If you click on this button, you can view the activity which your students will see and do. If you don’t wish to look at it, just close this box.
	***Very Important****:

	When you use Hot Potatoes, you are creating two files: one is an editable Hot Potato file and the other is a web page. Students will use the web page. If you wish to make any changes to your activity, you must do this on the Hot Potato file, then save and republish the student (html) file. You cannot make changes to the student (html web page) file directly.


Other features of Hot Potatoes
You can also insert pictures into your activities. These pictures may be on your hard drive or from a URL on the web. First, click on your activity with your mouse to show where you want the picture to go. Then use the buttons circled on the menu bar to insert a picture.
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When you click on the button to find pictures on your hard drive, a window like this will open:
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The computer will look first in the folder where you have saved your Hot Potato file, so it is best to have any images that you want to use already saved in there. Choose the picture and click ‘open’. Another window will open showing the image at the top.
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Note that this image is very large, and you will need to resize it. You can do this by changing the width and height, so for example, if you type ‘200’ in the width area, the image will resize to small enough for your Hot Potato activity (and the height ratio will alter automatically).
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Press ‘ok’ and remember to save any changes on your main Hot Potato file.

You should make sure that you only use images that you have permission to use. These may be your own photos or photos taken from the internet. You can find copyright-free images on the internet at these sites:

Getty images: http://www.gettyimages.co.uk/CreativeImages/RoyaltyFree?isource=gbr_chp_midUpperRight_RFImages
iStockphoto

http://www.istockphoto.com/index.php?view=full
You can also find images which can be republished and adapted by looking on Google images and Flickr.com, but you have to search for them. This is how:

· go to Google images
· type your search term (e.g. cat)

· click advanced search

· scroll down to the bottom of the page and choose ‘Return images that are…labelled for reuse’

This will give you a range of images that are ok for you to use (but you should always remember to attribute the author by saying ‘image courtesy of XXX’ on your material). 

Example: 
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Image courtesy of opencage.info
An important note on saving and publishing Hot Potato files

When you use Hot Potatoes to create an activity, you are creating a web page. Web pages can be simple, but mostly, they are a complicated mixture of different files all linked together (images, audio files, video files, etc). This means that when you create your Hot Potato activity, you may have lots of different files which need to stay together for the whole thing to work properly.

Look at the example folder below:
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This is a Hot Potato quiz and it includes 4 images (a banana, a hamburger, a salad and some milk). The folder in which I have collected all of these files is called ‘food’ and it includes: the images, the Hot Potato file, and a web page (shown as a Mozilla Firefox page). All of these files need to stay together in order for the following activity to work:
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If you move one of the files, not everything in your web page will work. So for example, if I remove the picture of the hamburger from my folder, as below:
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Then the activity would look like this:
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You can see that the picture does not show in the activity.

This means that it is very important to keep all of the files related to your Hot Potato activity in one folder. It also means that if you want to send your activity to someone else by email, or wish to put your activity on the web, or in a VLE, you need to send all of the files together. The best way to do this is by creating a zip file.

Creating a zip file

To create a zip file:

· right click on your folder

· choose ‘send to’

· choose ‘compressed (zipped) file’

This will compress your files and put them into a zipped file next to your original folder. The zipped folder will have the same name as the original folder. You can tell it is zipped because it has a little zip on it! (see below)
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A zipped file is compressed and can be sent via email or added to a website. 

Remember:  if you wish to open a zipped file and look at the contents, you must extract it first. You do this by right clicking on the zipped folder and choosing ‘extract all’.
                           Kate Borthwick and Alison Dickens, University of Southampton 2011
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